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Juniata College

Astronomy:  A Star Party
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Standards
3.4.7D Describe essential ideas about the composition and structure of the universe and earth’s place in it.
Introduction and background
The Star Party can be used for any age students to adults with any degree of knowledge.  It is very adaptable to many applications. 

Materials
Professional slides

Constellation slides made with a 50mm camera.

Textbook

Seasonal star charts

Binoculars

12 Inch Celestron Telescope

Flashlights with red filters

Guest speaker from the local astronomy club.

Amateur astronomers with various telescopes.

Safety

It should be taken into consideration weather the presence of moonlight is advantageous.  This would be based on whether the object of the Star Party is to look at features of the moon, or to observe aspects of stars or possibly a comet. 

The area will be very dark.  Many teachers and or approved volunteers would be necessary to observe the situations and insure that all students remain accounted for.

Procedure
The students will have an assignment that will depend on the age of the students.   They may also be assigned a constellation to be presented and a story told about at the star party.
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