How to Use a Spectrophotometer
Note:  Always remember to wipe your cuvets with a Kimwipe prior to inserting them in the sample compartment.  Never take a reading or make an adjustment with the cover open on the sample compartment.

1.  Turn on the spectrophotometer, and allow it to warm up for approximately 15 minutes.

2.  Turn the wavelength control to select the desired wavelength.

3.  With no cuvet in the sample compartment, set the percent transmittance to zero using the zero control knob, which is the front left knob.  The Spectrophotometer 20 D must be in transmittance mode for this step.  

4.  Place a blank cuvet (containing solvent only) in the sample compartment.  Remember to line up the mark on the cuvet with the mark on the compartment.

5.  Set the mode to absorbance, and adjust the absorbance to zero using the transmittance/absorbance control, which is the front right knob.

6.  Insert the cuvet containing your sample solution.

7.  Read and record percent transmittance or absorbance.

8.  If you are collecting data for several samples, exchange cuvets and take readings for each sample.

9.  If you are taking readings for several wavelengths, repeat steps 2-8 for each new wavelength.
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