Chemistry Poker

Introduction:


Chemical formulas are an important part of chemistry. They are used when determining a compound’s makeup or the products of a reaction. Being able to write and recognize correct chemical formulas is essential to your future success in chemistry.

Purpose:


The purpose of this activity is to give the student practice in making correct chemical formulas from given cations and anions.

Equipment/Materials:

One set of Chemistry Poker cards

One score sheet

Safety:

This activity requires no special safety precautions.

Procedure:

1. Obtain a deck of Chemistry Poker cards for each group (up to six students) and one score sheet for each student.

2. Shuffle the deck of cards.

3. Deal five cards to each player.

4. Each player can discard and draw up to three cards per hand.

5. Students use the cards in their hands to create as many correct chemical formulas as possible. Each card can be used only once.

6. Subscript cards are used to balance the charges.

7. Students lay down their formulas and score their hands. Each card used is worth 1 point.

8. All cards are collected, the cards reshuffled and another hand is played.

9. This sequence of events continues for a given number of hands or until time runs out.

10. The winner is the student with the most points for the total number of hands.

Data Table:

	Name:                                                                                                                 Table:

	Hand
	Chemistry Poker Score Card
	Total:
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	Total:


Questions:
1. Name the compounds created.

CHEMISTRY POKER

TEACHER NOTES

Lab Time: The game can be played in as little as ten minutes.

Preparations: 

Time: None

Sample Data Table: 

	Name:  Cal Ripken                                                                                               Table:  3

	Hand
	Chemistry Poker Score Card
	Total

	1
	Na
	2
	AsO4
	
	
	3

	2
	Zn
	Cl
	2
	
	
	3

	3
	Mg
	CO3
	Al
	F
	3
	5

	4
	
	
	
	
	
	0

	5
	Al
	2
	O
	3
	
	4
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	10
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13
	
	
	
	
	
	

	14
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15
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	Total:        15


Answers to Questions:
1. Various

